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Art Unit: 2854 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-4, 8, 9, 10, 16, 17 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Fromm (US 5,435,240) in view of Skonecki (US 5,305,550), Reinhardt et al. 
(US 4,957,787), Hirata (JP 59-016801) and Roulleau (US 5,142,976). 

With respect to claims 1 and 16, Fromm discloses the claimed system or method for 
providing an image on an article but does not disclose providing the image on a flower. Fromm 
discloses a system and method or providing an image on an organic product including the steps 
of creating an image on a transfer medium 36, transferring the image onto a flexible organic 
product such as skin or leather (Fromm, col. 4, lines 57-61, col 5, lines 2-5). Skonecki, 
Reinhardt et al., Hirata, and Roulleau teach that it is known and desirable to print on delicate 
articles such as flowers, artificial flowers, Leaves of a plant and eggs respectively. In view of the 
teachings of the prior art, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide 
an image on a flower using the system or method disclosed by Fromm for the advantage of 
applying a brand name, advertising or adding personal messages to the flower. 

With respect to claim 2, Fromm discloses the claimed method for providing an image 
except for the step of creating an image on a cliche. Fromm discloses creating a first image on a 
sheet 32 by applying ink to the sheet 32, lifting at least a portion of ink from the sheet 32 to 
form a second image on the transfer medium 36 as mentioned above. Roulleau teaches creating 
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an image creating a first image on a cliche (Roulleau, col. 1, lines 39-40), applying ink to the 
cliche (Roulleau, col. 1, lines 40-41), and lifting at least a portion of the ink from the cliche to 
form a second image, wherein the second image is the image created on the transfer medium 
(Roulleau, col. 1, lines 42-46). It would have been obvious to substitute the sheet 32 disclosed by 
Fromm with the cliche taught by Skonecki , Reinhardt et al 9 Hirata and Roulleau for the 
advantage of using provided artwork (the image on the cliche) instead of needing to create one's 
own artwork, and thus reducing the amount of time to complete the process. 

With respect to claim 3, Fromm discloses placing transfer medium 36 in contact with the 
sheet 32 and removing the transfer medium 36 from the sheet 32 (Fromm, col. 4, lines 52-59). 
Similarly, Roulleau teaches placing the transfer medium in contact with the cliche; and removing 
the transfer medium from the cliche (Roulleau, col. 1, lines 43-46). 

With respect to claim 4, Roulleau teaches removing excess ink applied to the cliche 
p (Roulleau, col. 1 , lines 40-43). 

With respect to claim 8, Fromm discloses allowing the image to set. Note setting occurs 
when the image is transferred to the final surface. 

With respect to claims 9 and 17, Skonecki teaches printing on a flower (See Figure 1). It 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify Fromm to print on a flower so that the user can print a personalized message or 
drawing on one of its petals as taught by Skonecki. Additionally, with respect to the limitation of 
providing an image on a group of flowers," repeating an identical step on an identical article to 
achieve an identical result is an obvious modification that one of ordinary skill in the art would 
perform to achieve the same advantages as that of the first performance of the step. 
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With respect to claim 10, Fromm discloses that the image can be a picture or design of a 
flower as shown in Figure 3 of Fromm or the picture can be a character as mentioned in col. 4, 
lines 36-37 of Fromm. 

With respect to claim 18, Skonecki teaches a system wherein the portion is a petal (See 
Figure 1). 

3. Claims 5-7 and 19-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Fromm (US 5,435,240) in view of Skonecki (US 5,305,550), Reinhardt et al. (US 4,957,787), 
Hirata (JP 59-016801) and Roulleau (US 5,142,976), as applied to claims 2 and 16 above, and 
further in view of Lampinski (US 6,3 14,880). 

With respect to claim 5, Fromm in view of Skonecki , Reinhardt et al, Hirata and 
Roulleau teaches all that is claimed as discussed above except for the step for creating a first 
image comprises the step for etching the first image into the cliche. Lampinski teaches the step 
for creating a first image comprises the step for etching the first image into the cliche 
(Lampinski, col. 3, lines 40-62 and col. 4, lines 67- col. 5, line 3). It would have been obvious to 
one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Fromm in view 
of Skonecki, Reinhardt et al, Hirata and Roulleau such that the first image is created by etching 
it into the cliche to produce a high quality image on a plate as taught by Lampinski. 

With respect to claim 6, Fromm in view of Skonecki, Reinhardt et al , Hirata and 
Roulleau teaches all that is claimed as discussed above except for the cliche comprising a 
photosensitive material. Lampinski teaches a method wherein the cliche comprises a 
photosensitive material (Lampinski, col. 5, lines 37-40. It would have been obvious to one 
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having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Fromm in view of 
Skonecki, Reinhardt et al, Hirata and Roulleau such that the cliche comprises a photosensitive 
material so that the cliche can polymerize under the action of radiation as taught by Lampinski. 

With respect to claim 7, Fromm in view of Skonecki, Reinhardt et ai, Hirata and 
Roulleau teaches all that is claimed except for the step for etching comprisimg the steps for: 
providing a third image; creating a film positive of the third image; and exposing the 
photosensitive material through a wash out process to etch the third image into the photosensitive 
material. Lampinski teaches a method wherein step for etching comprises the steps for: providing 
a third image (Examiner notes that Lampinski teaches creating multiple images; creating a film 
positive of the third image; and exposing the photosensitive material through a wash out process 
to etch the third image into the photosensitive material (Lampinski, col. 3, lines 41-50). It would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Fromm in view of Skonecki, Reinhardt et al , Hirata and Roulleau wherein the etching 
comprises providing a third image, creating a film positive of the third image, and exposing the 
photosensitive material through a wash out process to etch the third image into the photosensitive 
material to create images with a variety of colors using an etching technique combined with pad 
printing as taught by Lampinski. 

With respect to claim 19, Roulleau teaches a cliche including an engraved image that is at 
least partially filled with ink to place the image on the portion of the transfer medium (Roulleau, 
col. 1, lines 39-44). It would have been obvious to substitute the sheet 32 disclosed by Fromm 
with the cliche taught by Roulleau for the advantage of using provided artwork (the image on the 
cliche) instead of needing to create one's own artwork, and thus reducing the amount of time to 
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complete the process. Lampinski teaches an etched image on the cliche (Lampinski, col. 4, lines 
67-col. 5, line 3). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Fromm to include an etched image to produce a high quality 
image on a plate as taught by Lampinski. 

With respect to claim 20, Fromm discloses that the transfer medium 36 is a pad. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed 3/3/06 have been fully considered but they are not persuasive 
of any error in the above rejection. 

In response to applicant's argument that the previous rejection does not disclose printing 
on delicate objects such as flowers, the above modification to the rejection has been made. 
Additional references have been provided in the rejection to show that pad printing on delicate or 
fragile articles is well-known in the art, and as previously noted, Skonecki teaches printing on 
flowers. Thus the combination of pad printing on flowers would have been obvious. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel J. Colilla whose telephone number is 571-272-2157. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Hirshfeld can be reached on 571-272-2168. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-2 1 7-9 1 97 (toll-free). 
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